


rsvacvs Advocate ; 


OR, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND* URGED. 



























: : For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall thereceiving ©: 
them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


E At the reguiar meeting of the Board of Directors of A. 5. 
L M. C. J. in July, the Committee appointed “ to inquire if any 
| alteration in our Constitution be necessary ; and, ifany, what,” 
submitted their report, which was adopted: stating, in sub- 
stance, that after taking legal counsel, and ascertaining that 
the funds had been contributed for the declared object of form- 
ing a settlement of Hebrew converts, it was their opinion, 
that no alteration could be made in the Constitution by the 
Society; and that missionary operations could not be carried 
on under the existing Constitution, except in so far as they 
were connected with the object of the institution. 

Thereupon a Committee was appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of applying to the Legislature of the State of New- 
York, for such an alteration in our act of Incorporation, as 
will permit the Society to operate otherwise than by forming a 
Settlement. 


REPORT OF THE SALEM, WASHINGTON COUNTY 
AUXILIARY. | 


The preservation of the Jews, as a distinct people, during a 
period of 1700 years, notwithstanding their dispersion among 
all the nations of the earth, and under calamities greater than the 
world ever saw, furnishes a strong argument in favour of our 

: holy religion, even in the opinion of its boldest adversaries. 

. That this wonderful people will one day be called to a partici- 

ae of the blessings of Christianity, is explicitly foretold, in 
on. IV. 
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the Holy Scriptures; and their conversion will as certain), 
come to pass, as the resurrection of the dead, or the judgment 
of the last day. 

How lively an interest was early felt in this subject, is evi- 
dent from the pathetic exclamation of the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, “My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel, is 
that they might be saved.” In every succeeding age similar 
aspirations have ascended to the mercy-seat from pious hearts ; 
and the prayer of the Christian church is still for the ingather- 
ing of the scattered sheep of the house of Israel. 

Within a few years, however, to the prayer of faith have 
been added the efforts of philanthropy. Men of piety and 
benevolence, of talents and learning, of influence and wealth, 
of nobility and royalty, in different countries and of different 
communions, have come forward simultaneously to assist in 
promoting the compere’ and eternal welfare of the Jews. So- 
cieties have been formed to give system to their efforts, and to 


concentrate and augment their influence. The primary aim 
of these institutions is to convince their Jewish brethren, that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Saviour of the world; or, as a Jewish 
convert happily expresses it, “to fill Israel with love to the 
Saviour, and the friends of the Saviour with love to Israel.” 
To such a society, recently organized in this country, the 


Association, whose first anniversary we this day have met to 
celebrate, is an humble auxiliary. The number of our sub- 
scribers is 201; the amount of subscriptions $105. Of this 
amount $66 25 have been collected ; which, after defraying the 
incidental expenses of the society, will enable the board to re- 
mit $62 to the National Institution. ‘Twenty copies of Israel's 
Advocate have been received from the Parent Institution, in 
New-York, monthly; and its circulation among our subscri- 
bers, as far as it has been faithfully attended to, has had a very 
salutary influence. In fact, the more this subject is examined, 
and the more information respecting it is diffused; the more 
sensible will Christians be of their obligations to exert them- 
selves in meliorating the condition of the Jews; and the more 
fervent will they be in their prayers, and the more liberal in their 
contributions, for the accomplishment of this object. 

The members of this Association have exhibited a most com- 
mendable zeal in its commencement; let them prove the sin- 
cerity of their love and the strength of their faith, by contributing 
to its continuance and increase, 

We have much to encourage us; not only the promises of 
God’s word, but the aspect of his Providence. The mutual 

rejudices and asperities of both Jew and Christian are greatly 
iminished. The attention of the Christian world is aroused to 
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their peculiar obligations to make known to this long persecu- 
ted and suffering people, Him of whom Moses and the prophets 
did write. And a spirit of religious inquiry is excited among 
the Jews themselves, which, under the blessing of Providence, 
cannot fail to lead to the happiest results. Even the Rabbies, 
in the holy city of David itself, are sensible of this fact, and 
acknowledge that the like never existed among them before. 

It has been well remarked, that the principle of our conduct, 
with reference to the Jews, “ should be precisely that which has 
influenced the Christian world in the establishment of mission- 
ary societies among the heathen.” We believe that the pagan 
nations shall be gathered into the church of God, according to 
his eternal councils, in his own good time. But we also believe, 
that their fellow-men are to be co-workers with Almighty wis- 
dom, power, and goodness, in producing this glorious result. 

We go forth in behalf of the heathen, nothing doubting ; and 
shall we doubt in the cause of those who are our elder brothers 
in the favour of God, and in the inheritance of the faith, pro- 
mises, and hopes, once delivered to Abraham? Are they not 
the descendants of that chosen people who preserved, during 
1500 years, the Law and the Prophets, for our forefathers, for 
ourselves, and for our children, to the end of time? And do 
we owe no debt of gratitude to them? As they preserved, with 

the most sacred care, that part of the Holy Scriptures which 
God at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake unto the 
fathers by the prophets, shall we not present them, in return, 
with that portion which he hath in these latter days spoken 
unto usby his Son? For as they treasured up the law, uttered 
amid thunderings, and lightnings, and tempest, shall we not re- 
joice to contribute towards furnishing them with that gospel 
which was first announced with the music of angels, breathing 
peace on earth and good will to men? 

Surely motives like these cannot fail to animate us to con- 
tinued efforts in this interesting work; but these are not all. 
The ultimate triumphs of the cross, and the felicities of the 
millennial epoch, must, by divine appointment, be preceded by 
the restoration of the Jews, to whom once pertained “ the ado 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 
law, and the service of God, and the promises: whose are the 
fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who 
ts over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” 


By order of the Directors, 
SAMUEL TOMB, Preswwenr. 
Salem. 
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LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY 
AMONG THE JEWS. 


The eighteenth annual meeting was held May Sth, at Free- 
Mason’s Hall. Sir T. Baring, President, in the chair. The 
report gave a view of the Mission to the Jews in different parts 
of the world. The funds, including legacies due, but not paid, 
amounted in the last year, to 14,000/. About 80 children, of 
Jewish parents, upon an average, are receiving in the school; 
of the society at Bethnal Green, a Christian education. Five 
students are training in the seminary for the office of Mission- 
aries. ‘Twenty-five have already gone forth, and are now 
labouring on the continent, in Palestine and India. In proof of 
the disposition of the Jews to hear the gospel, it was stated that 
15 young men in Posen, and the neighbourhood, had given 
notice of their design to embrace Christianity. In Strzelno, 
the magistrate sent a paper among the Jews of the place, to ask 
them whether they would permit the Missionary to preach to 
them in their synagogue, and, if they did, to write their names. 
All the Jews of the place, without one exception, signed the 
paper: and the Christian Missionary delivered to them a sermon 
in the Synagogue, from the place where they are accustomed to read 
the Law. “Profetsor Tholuck, in a letter, informed the Society, 
that more than 100 Jews have been baptized in Berlin alone, 
within one year, 


THE PURPOSES OF DIVINE MERCY TO THE SEED OF ABRAHAY. 


A Sermon, preached in George-street Chapel, Glasgow, on th: 
25th April, 1820, for the Glasgow Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. By Ralph Wardlaw, D. D. 

“' For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet ye have now obtained merc’ 
through their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, that through? your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy." —omans, xi. 30, 31. 

. (Continued from page 112.) 

In the text, they are described as obtaining mercy. The 
wrath threatened had come upon them to the uttermost: and 
when the Lord returns to them in mercy, he will blot out their 
sins, and remove their punishment. The expression may be 
illustrated from Psalm Ixxxv. 1—7. “Lord, thou hast been 
favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity 
of Jacob. Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people ; thou 
hast covered all their sins. Thou hast taken away all thy 
wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine 
anger. ‘Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine ange! 
towards us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt 
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thou draw out thy anger to all generations’ Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee? Show us 
thy mercy; O Lord, and grant us thy salvation.” But the 
mercy of the latter days will not be mere restoration to tempo- 
ral blessings. They are to obtain the same mercy that has come 
to the Gentiles. 'This, the text clearly intimates. And it suggests 
also the observation, that this mercy will consist in its being 
“given to them on the behalf of Christ to believe in his name.” 
‘© You in time past did not believe, yet have now obiained mercy, 
through their unbelief; even so have these also not believed, 
that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.”’—‘“ Ob- 
taining mercy” is thus contrasted with “ unbelief,” and must 
consist in the first instance, in its removal. It shall be through 
faith that they shall be brought back into the church of God: 
verse 20th and 23d. ‘“‘ Because of unbelief they were broken 
off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear.” 
“And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 
grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again.”—They 
were cut off for unbelief: the Gentiles stood in their place 
through faith: and when they are restored to the church, it shall 
be by their embracing the gospel. ‘This is the bond of union in 
the church of God. It is by the cross that Jew and Gentile are 
made one. ‘For he is our peace, who hath made both one, 
and broken down the middle wall of partition between us; hav- 
ing abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances; to make in himself, of two, one 
new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby.””—The veil shall be taken from their minds. The; 
shall see the glory of him whom their fathers crucified ; shall 
“look on him whom they pierced, and mourn for him” with the 
bitterness of contrition ; shall embrace him as “ the Christ, the 
Son of the living God ;” own him with gladness and gratitude, 
as all their salvation; and unite in the song of the millennial 
church: “ Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: 
and we shall reign on the earth.” 

That this conversion to God will be very general, appears, as 
I have already hinted, from the scope of the whole passage; 
and particularly as | am disposed to understand it, from verse 
26th. “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob.” 

By many, I am aware, the expression “all Israel’’ is appli- 
ed to the spiritual Israel.—the whole elect of God. ‘The fol- 
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lowing considerations induce me to think it ought to be under- 
stood of “ Israel after the flesh :” 

1. It is of them,—of their restoration, the Apostle is all along 
speaking. This is his subject; and the salvation of the spirit- 
ual Israel, consisting of Jews and Gentiles, would not, unless 
in a very indirect manner, be to his purpose. “ Israel,” in his 
reasoning, seeins to be used in one sense. Compare especially 
with verse 26th, that which immediately precedes: “ For | 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
(lest ye should be wise in your own conceits,) that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Israel shall be saved.” Surely the con. 
tinuity of the Apostle’s statement requires us to understand 
the appellation in the latter occurrence in the same sense as in 
the former. 

2. The Apostle speaks of this as a mystery, verse 25th : not 
merely the casting off of the Jews, but their casting off, con- 
nected with their temporary blindness, and future conversion, 
The mystery is very much akin in nature to that respecting the 
Gentiles ; of which the Apostle speaks, in writing to the Ephe- 
sians, as the “ mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto 
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gen- 
tiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and parta- 

. ii. 4--6. It 
was a mystery,—that is, a secret not before fully made known,— 
that the Gentiles, having remained so long in darkness, were to 
be enlightened and brought directly into the church, withoat the 
medium of Judaism. So here is a parallel mystery : “ blindness 
in part,” that is, to a part of the nation, and for a season, “ is 
happened” in divine judgment, “to Israel,’”’ until a certain 
time: ‘and so,’’ when that time comes, * Israel,” now cast off 
and blinded, shall obtain mercy, and be restored, and saved. 

3. The Apostle speaks of this salvation of Israel, as the ful- 
filment of a divine prediction or declaration, which seems evi- 
dently to refer to the recalling of the rejected seed of Jacob 
into the church of God: * So all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take away their sins.” 

4. “ All Israel,” isa general expression, not necessarily in- 
cluding every soul. It appears to signify, Israel now cast off 
and dispersed under Divine rebuke, as well as those of the same 
people, who had through grace believed. Compare Ezek. 
xxxvii. 11. “ Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are 
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dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off for our parts.” If 
the passage, which promises the resurrection of these bones, is 
considered as having a primary reference to the restoration 
from Babylon, “ the whole house of Israel’? must be under- 
stood as a general expression ; because that was far from be- 
ing a universal return. If it has an ultimate reference, as 
seems very Clear from the subsequent part of the chapter, to a 
remoter deliverance, to be effected in the latter days, then it is 
exactly parallel to the one before us, and on the same subject. 

On the question respecting the return of the Jews to their 
own land, your time will by no means permit me to enter; and 
I feel it the less necessary, because, whatever may be the view 
of that question we are disposed to entertain, it is not of a tem- 
poral, but of a spiritual restoration that the Apostle treats in 
the passage before us. I must confess myself, however, strongly 
inclined to think, that, making all allowance for figurative lan- 
guage, by which spiritual blessings are so often represented 
under allusions to the ancient prosperity of the Israelitish peo- 
ple,—there are some passages which will hardly bear such an 
explanation; especially when it is considered, that the figura- 
tive language, of a similar kind, on the other side, derived from 
the former sufferings of Israel, evidently signifies not merely 
spiritual desertion, and depression, and curse, but temporal 
calamity, degradation, and distress ;—and that the language 
which expresses temporal blessings, but which some understand 
spiritually, occurs at times in connection with the plainest pre- 
dictions and promises of spiritual blessings; by which con- 
nection the two seem intended to be distinguished, as being 
both included in the divine purpose of mercy ;—and farther, 
that a good deal of straining seems, in some instances, neces- 
sary, to make out the application of the language in a spiritual 
sense. 

Allow me a single additional remark or two, of a general 
kind, upon this point :— , 

1. There can be no valid objection to the event from the 
numbers of the Jews: for, in the first place, though the calcu- 
lations, or rather guesses, of different persons have varied so 
much as to extend from five or six millions, to twenty or even 
thirty, | am persuaded that the former is much nearer the 
truth, and that there are not at this moment more Jews in the 
world, than there were in the days of David or Solomon :— 
and, 2dly, As a partial return fulfilled the predictions relative 
to the earlier captivity ; so may it also in the present case. 

2. Nor can there be any just objection on the ground of the 
distinction between Jew and Gentile being done away under 
the gospel. The supposed fact is not at all, as far as I see, in- 
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consistent with this. When the Jews acknowledge Jesus, they 
shall be one, as a church, with the Gentiles; and their return 
to their own land, does not at all imply their becoming, as be- 
fore, a distinct and exclusive ecclesiastical community ; nor 
the continuance of the former separation in their intercourse 
and worship ; nor even, indeed, the nationalizing of Christian- 
ity at all. 

3. Nor can any such objection rest on the foundation, that 
no good end is to be answered by the event. The same end, i: 
may surely be replied, will be served, and that in a very eminent 
degree, which is served by the fulfilment of prophecy in gene- 
ral. It will, if it take place, be a very striking event ; especially 
when connected -with the fulfilled predictions of their dispersion. 
Infidels ridicule the idea of such a thing. The event may 
silence their ridieale, and contribute, under the teaching of the 
Spirit, to advance the reception of the truth.—Predictions of 
outward events, it may further be noticed, which are notorious, 
and strike the senses of men, are those by which God has usu- 
ally been pleased to confirm his testimony.—With difficulties 
and improbabilities, whether arising from the inclinations of the 
Jews themselves, or from any other source, we have nothing to 
do. The sole question is, “ What saith the Scripture?” He 
who has in his hand the hearts of all men, and all the resources 
of nature and of nations, can never be ata loss for means to 
accomplish his own purposes. 

But I must proceed to a very brief statement— 

Il. Or THE GROUNDS ON WHICH THESE PROSPECTS OF RE- 
STORATION REST. 

I confine myself entirely to those which are suggested by the 
statements and reasonings of the Apostle in this chapter: and 
on this principle I notice iu the first place : 

THE CONNECTION OF THIS DISPEKSED AND AFFLICTED PEO- 
PLE, WiTH THEIR HOLY FATHERS, THE OBJECTS OF Gop’s ont- 
GINAL CHOICE, AND PECULIAR Lo¥e.—For this I refer you to 
the 16th verse: “ lor if the first fruit be holy, the lump is also 
holy; and if the root be holy, so are the branches.” 

The “ first-feuits,” and the “ root,’ in these two similitades, 
the one of which is taken from a well-known practice in the 
Jewish institutes, and the otier from the correspondence in na- 
ture between the root and the branches, represent the same 
thing—thre ancient Jewish fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacub. 
The principle of the argument here appears to me to be, the 
primary respect which, in the promises of the covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God had to thetr natural offspring ; 
—that they should be holy, or separated unto him as his 
church; and that there should be amongst them a seed to serve 
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the Lord. This primary respect might be established from 
such passages as the following. into the iilustration of which, 
however, your time will not allow me to enter. “ And f will esta- 
blish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, 
in their generation, for an everlasting covenant, 1o be a God un- 
to thee, and to thy seed after thee.’’ Gen. xvii. 7. “ For thon art 
an holy people unto the Lord thy God: The Lord thy God hath 
choseu thee to be a special people unto himse!f, above all people 
that are upon the face of the earth The Lord did not set bis 
love upon you, uor choose you, because ye were more in num- 
ber than any people ; (for ye were the fewest of ail people ;) but 
because the Lord loved you, aud because he would keep the oath 
which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house 
of bond-men, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” 
Deut. vii. 6--8. “ Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to 
love them, aud he chose their seed after them, even you above 
all people, as it is this day;” Ibid. x. 15. “I say then, Hath 
God cast away his people? Gud forbid. For t also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin ;” 
Rom, xi. 1. The Apostle, I think, represevts this principle as 
still operating ; and the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, as now kept ina state of separation, that the operation 
of it may yet appear. Their present long dispersion, and sub- 
jection to Divine rebuke, are as consistent with this, as their 
former sufferings in Egypt and in Babylon we:e. God ** remem- 
bered his covenant’’ with their fathers in former deliverances : 
so will he, in that which still awaits them. They are still the 
descendants of the same progenitors, with whom the covenant 
was made; and by Divine constitution and appointment, the 
first-fruits being holy, the lump is also holy, and the root being 
holy, so are the branches. Still they are included in the promise 
of the paternal covenaut.—The same view of this solesion is 
brought forward again, in connection with the tmmutability of 
Divine purposes, in verses 28th and 29th: “As concerning the 
gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance.” 

“Enemies for your sakes: their ejection having made 
room, as it were, for the introduction of tie Gentiles —* The 
election’ seems, in this place, to signify, not the chosen rem- 
nant, but God’s choice of their fathers, with their seed to be his 

peculiar people;— a choice expressed in former passages, to 
which many more might be added. Nuw, “ God is not a man, 
that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should re- 
pent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken 
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and shall he not make itgood? ‘Behold,’ said Balaam, ‘{ 
have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed ; 
and I cannot reverse it;” Numb. xxiii. 19, 20. The Jewish 
people, the seed of Abraham, God's friend, are still “ beloved 
for their fathers’ sakes.” When God establishes his purpuse, it 
shall stand. The promise of the covenant, in its primary re- 

ard to the natural offspring, was without limitation as to time, 

his primary regard has not ceased He has not repented of 
his choice;—of his “ gifts’ to his people ;—of his “ calling” 
of them. 

2dly. The rower or Gop.—This is adduced in verse 23d. 
a“ re | they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 
grafted in: for God is able to graft tem in again.” 

Their state might to us appear desperate :—so scattered and 
disunited :—so deplorably sunk and degraded :—so full of deep- 
rovted prejudice against Jesus of Nazareth, and of too well- 
grounded dislike to those who bear his name. And they have 
now continued so long, so very long, in this state; and have 
become so dead and seared, so callous to every spiritual impres- 
sion, so entirely almost given up to worldliness, or to infidelity. 
They are like branches cut off; withered: rotten ; twice dead. 
We are ready to exclaim, in contemplating the se ns ex- 
hibted by prophecy, ‘‘ How can these things be?” The satis- 
factory and divans answer is, ‘God is able.”—“ God is able 
to graft them in again :” to impart life to these sapless and rot- 
teu boughs, and to make them fruitful to his praise. 

They and we both are taught to derive encouragement from 
former manisfestations of power. Thus the prophet encourages 
the church of old, by reminding ber of her origin, in circum- 
stances so extremely hopeless. ‘ Hearken to me, ye that fol- 
low after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the 
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
are digged. Look unto Abraham hte father, and unto Sarah 
that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and 
increased hin. For the Lord will comfort Sion: he will com- 
fort all her waste places ; and he will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody ;” Isa. li. 1—3. Their redemption from Egypt, and all 
the subsequent wonders of his power on their behalf, are fre- 
quently appealed to for the same purpose.—And we, my friends, 
may be reminded, for our encouragement, of the wonders of 
pentecost. Their minds were then as utterly hostile as they are 
now: and He who effected the conversion of those “ sinners 
against their own souls,” who had just exclaimed, ‘His blood 
be on us and on our children,” is able, by the energy of the 
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same renewing grace, to turn to himself the hearts of their 
hardened children.—And the very grafting in of the Gentiles, 
who were as dead as the Jews are now, forbids all despondency. 
The question, indeed, addressed by Paul to Agrippa, is one 
which instantly solves all doubts, and removes all difficulties : 
“ Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead?” Acts, xxvi. 8. The bones in the 
Valley of Vision were separate, and scattered, end dry, and 
long bleached by the sun, and the storm, Yet when the ques- 
tion is put, “Can these bones live ?” the answer is given by 
Omnipotence ;—“ Behold, J will cause breath to enter into you, 
and ye shall live :—J will lay sinews upon you, and cover you 
with flesh, and put breath in you, and ye shall live.”—* With 
God all things are possible.” 

3dly. The nEASONABLENESS OF THE EXPECTATION. Verses 
17th, 18th, 24th. ‘And if some of the branches be broken 
off, and thou, being a wild olive-tree, were grafted in among 
them. and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the 
olive-tree ; boast not against the branches: but if thou boast, 
thou bearest not the root, but the reot thee. For if thou 
wert cut out of the olive-tree, which is wild by nature, and 
wert grafted, contrary to nature, intoa good olive-tree; how 
much more shall these, which be the vatural branches, be 
grafted into their own natural olive-tree ?” 

‘* How much more”—does not imply, that the power neces- 
sary for the one effect, is less than that required for the other: 
it expresses the idea of reasonableness.—lt is as the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that they are called “the na- 
tural branches :” which is another distinct evidence of a prima- 
ry respect in the covenant to the natural offspring. Upon this, 
indeed, the whole argument appears to me to rest. Gentiles, 
as well as Jews, were included in the promise, and partakers of 
the blessing :—so that unless a reference of primary and special 
regard to the natural offspring be admitted, | am at a loss to 
conceive on what insula the question,—the a fortiori ques- 
tion, can be founded, “ How much more shall these, which 
be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive-tree ?” 

The Gentiles held, as it were, a secondary place in the 
promise. The Jewish people, even in their present disper- 
sion, are still the natural branches. The Gentiles had no 
original connection with the stock: yet they were grafted, 
contrary to nature, into the good olive-tree: “how much 
more,” then, may we not expect the “childrenwf the stock 
of Abraham,” connected with the root, first in the promise, 
and the objects of special and primary regard, to be grafted in 
again ?—“‘srafted into their own olive-tree”—that tree with 
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which they have a natural connectton.—How insurmountable the 

objection arising from this, to the idea of the entire distinction 

of the Old and New Testament churches! Their grafting 

into their own tree, is their restoration to their own ik: 
4thly. Pxornecy. 

T:.is is a wide field, and I dare not enter upon it. I must 
confine myself at present to a single remark »r two on the pre- 
diction which is selected by the Apostle, (verses 26th, 27th.) 
“ And so all israel -hall be saved: as it is written, There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodli- 
ness froin Jaceb. For this is my covenant unto them, when [ 
shall take away their sins.” The quotation is from Isaiah, lix. 
20, 21; which is given by the Apostle, nearly as in the Septu- 
agint version, and probably according to the original reading 
of the Hebrew. ‘The general import, however, of the Apos- 
tle’s translation and cur own authorized version of the passage 
in the Prophet, is much the same. Their deliverance was to be 
connected with their turning from ungodliness ; and both were to 
be the effect of the power and grace of the same Deliverer. 
He turns them from their ungodliness, he comes, with deliver- 
ance from its judicial and penal effects ;—comes with returning 
favour and blessing This was uniformly the tenor of God’s 
covenant and dealings with Israel; see Lev. xxvi. 39—45. 
Deut. xxx. 1—10, &c. And the conditionality of the pro- 
mise,—the dependence of his turning to them on their turning 
to him, is not at all inconsistent with his agency in turning them 
to himself. Hence the prayer:—“ Turn us, O God of our 
salvation, and cause thine anger towards us to cease.” “ Turn 
us, again, O God, and cause thy face to shine: and we shall 
be saved.” “Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 
upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. So 
will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call 
upon thy name ;” Psa. Ixxxv. 4. Ixxx. 3, 8, 17, 19. 

I only add. that every great deliverance of the church is re- 
presented as coming out of Zion, because it comes from Jeho- 
vah, whose residence was tnere. “Oh that the salvation of 
Israel were come out of Zion! When the Lord bringeth back 
the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall 
be glad.” “Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy pow- 
er; in the beauties of ,holiness from the womb of the morning : 
thou hast the dew of thy youth ;” Psa. xiv. 7. cx. 3. 

I stop not to inquire, whence the words, “when I shall take 
away their sins,” should be considered as supplied by the 
Apostle. They are from some other passage ; probably Jer. 
xxxi. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
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for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniqui- 
ty, and I will remember their sin no more.” 


III. | now proceed to notice, in the third place, THE means 
BY WHICH THESE PROSPECTS AKE TO BE KEALIZ“ED. 

Observe the antithesis in ihe text. “For as ye in times past 
have not believed God, yet have now cbtained mercy through 
their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.” 

There are two things spoken of by the Apostle in the context, 
inreference to the Gentiles ;—their riches, and their fulness. 
The former (verse 12th) refers to the first calling of the Gen- 
tiles into the church, in the room and upon the rejection of the 
Jews, to the participation of the unsearchabie riches of Christ. 
The latter (verse 25th) relates to a remover period;—an era 
of a vastly more extensive evangelization and conversion of the 
world to the faith and obedience of the go-pel, than has yet 
appeared. The fulness is the completion of the riches. 

hen the Redeemer bad finished his work, and was risen 
from the dead, Jehovah said unto him, “Ask of me, and I shall 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, aud the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession ;’’ Psa. ii. 8. The “ful- 
ness of the Geatiles” is the bringing in of all the “ desolate 
heritages” included in“this Divine grant and promise. The 
predictions respecting that period have been progressively, and 
are now most rapidly receiving their fulfilment. ‘ The king- 
dom of heaven,” said Jesus in his parabolical mstructions, (and 
the parables involved a prephecy,) “is like unto a grain of 
mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in bis field: which 
indeed is the least of all seeds; but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and 
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened ;” 
Matth, xiii. 31—33. ‘The stone which, in the visions of the 
Babylonian monarch, was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and which smote ihe image, aud brake in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, the silver and the gold, “ became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth:” intimating, according 
to the prophetic interpretation, that the God of heaven was to 
set up a kingdoin, which should never be destroyed; which 
should not be left to other people, but should break in pieces 
and consume the kingdoms signified in the vision and itself stand 
for ever ;”’ Dan. ii. 35. 44. “ And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
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this world are become-the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever;” Rev. xi. 15. 
** Ail the ends of the world shall remember, and turn unto the 
Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
thee ;” Psa. xxii. 27. “His name shall endure for ever; his 
name shall be continued as long as the sun; and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.” “ Blessed 
be his glorions name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. Amen, and amen ;” Psa. Ixxii. 19. 

The precise extent of the influence of true religion in the 
glorious and happy period thus predicted, we shall not attempt 
to ascertain. It is enough that the figures used to describe it, 
represent the change on the state of the world to be so great, as 
to reseinble the creation of “ a new heavens and a new earth, so 
that the former should not be remembered, nor come into mind ;” 
Isa. Ixv. 17. Neither shall | detain you with calculations of 
the “ times and seasons,” but satisfy myself with merely ob- 
serving, that our own days are evidently the dawn of that bless- 
edera, onwhich the prophets lavish all the riches of poetic 
diction : and that, on every principle of computation, the re- 
markable propietic period of 1290 days, cannot be very far 
‘from its termination. 

Let us now attend a little to the reciprocal connection of the 
two great events, the fulness of the Gentiles, and the restora- 
tion of the Jews, and their influence on each other. 

The Apostle had spoken of the calling of the Gentiles, as a 
kind of consequence of the rejection of the Jews. It was the 
“casting away of them” that was the “reconciling of the 
world ;’—the “ fall of them the riches of the Gentiles;” and 
in the text, the Gentiles are said to have “ obtained mercy 
through their unbelief.” When, therefore, he speaks of the 
restoration of the Jews, a startling inquiry might naturally sug- 
gest itself to the minds of the Gentiles. As our acceptance has 
been by their rejection, is their recovery to be in like manner by 
our rejection? Are we, in our turn, to be cast out, in order to 
their re-admission? Are we to be cut off, when they are grafted 
in again? Their exclusion made room for us : is our exclusion 
to make room for them?—No: blessed be God! the cases 
in this respect are entirely different. ‘‘ Ye have obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; but it is not through your unbelief that 
they are to obtain mercy :—no; but it is “ through your mercy!” 
This is an interesting and delightful difference indeed ! 

In verses 12, 15, the restoration of the Jews is evidently re- 
presented as, — and bringing about, the fulness of the 
Gentiles. ‘ Now, if the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
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much more their fulness?” “For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead?’ The expression in verse 31, 
connected with verse 25, looks like the reverse of this order. 
« Even so have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy.” “For | would not, 
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, (lest you 
should be wise in your own conceits,) that blindness in part has 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
And so ali Israel shall be saved.” From this circumstance it 
appears reasonable to consider the two events as at once 
sychronous, (that is, happening together at the same time,) 
and as having a reciprocal influence in bringing about each 
other. The “ fulness of the Gentiles,” we suppose, according 
to this view of the matter, begins to come in, and makes rapid 
and cheering progress toward its consummation : then the Jews, 
(the time being come for the removal of the veil from their 
minds) are, by the blessing of God, “ provoked to emulation.” 
Having Jesus preached to them, and the New Testament scrip- 
tures put into their hands by the Gentiles, their attention is 
awakened ; they inquire; they believe; they turn to the Lord: 
and their “ reconciliation” hastens forward to its glorious com- 
pletion, “ the fulness of the Gentiles.” 

The Gentile church, possessing the gospel of God, and the 
divine oracles of new covenant truth, is the depository of future 
mercy to the Jews; as the Jewish church of old was the depo- 
sitory of future mercy to the Gentiles. The calling of the Gen- 
tiles was the divine purpose, to be fulfilled upon the rejection 
of the Jews ;—the restoration of the Jews is the divine purpose, 
to be effected through the mercy bestowed on the Gentiles 
The knowledge of the Saviour was formerly imparted by the 
Jews to the Gentiles; it shall then be imparted by the Gentiles 
tothe Jews. In this way, when the period in question arrives 
they will feel reciprocally indebted to each other. “ Salvation 
was of the Jews” to the Gentiles; it shall then be of the Gen- 
tiles to the Jews: and this will serve the more effectually to 
knit their hearts together in the blessed bonds of amity and 
love. For whatever may have been the wrongs (and alas! the 
have been multiplied and grievous) which the Jews have sul. 
fered at the hands of the Gentiles, and in whatever way, and 
to whatever extent, it may please God, as of old, to avenge these 
wrongs, yet in the enlarged and purified church of the living 
God, composed of Gentiles and Jews together, all wrongs and 
grudges, and jealousies, shall be buried in everlasting oblivion : 
and “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
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the fatling, together ; and a little child shall lead them. Ang 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They 
shall not hurt vor destroy in ail my holy mountain: for the earth 
shall be full of the koowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea;’’ Isa. xi. 6—9. 

The bringing in of the Jews will contribute to hasten the 
fulness »f the Gentiles, in such ways, it may be presumed, a: 
the following: 

1. By the zeal which they themselves will naturally feel, and put 
forth in effort for the gory of the Redeemer. 

Their recovery will be owued by them as “the doing of the 
Lord,’ and it will be “ marvellous in their eyes.” ‘The riches 
of divine mercy and loving-kindness will animate their hearts 
with glowing gratitude ; and will lead them most fervently to 
desire, and with all their powers to seek, the glory of their Bene- 
factor and Redeemer ; to seek it, with an interest and 2 zeal pro- 

ortioned to the virulence of their former hatred and opposition. 

hus it was with Saul of Tarsus, when he became “ a preach- 
er of the faith which before he destroyed: and if they shall 
be animated, as we may confidently presume, with a similar 
~— what noble preachers, and missionaries, and heralds o/ 
cross in all nations, may we not expect to arise from 
amongst them! and what extensive good, through the Divine 
blessing, to follow their labours! 

2. By the mighty revival which this event will produce in th: 
Gentile church. 

How will it stimulate them to emulation in active zeal! In 
this respect, as well as in others, it will be like life from the 
dead. [twill confirm their faith, enliven their joy, animate 
their gratitude, inflame their love, and inspire new confidesce 
into their prayers and their exertions: and, in answer to these 
prayers, the Spirit of the Lord being copiously effused, “ the 
word of the Lord shall have free course and be glorified.” 
The people shall praise him, all the people shall praise him.” 


(To be Continued. ) 











